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which speaks of the union of the Bene-Elohim with the daughters
of men, a passage which is here re-interpreted to signify the
fall of the spirits who allowed themselves to be seduced by the
lure of mortal flesh. Hence the demons (sedim) would be
originally sons of God who had turned to evil, unworthy off-
spring. There are doubtless other explanations of their origin,
influenced partly by the Greek daimones* ; but such com-
plications do not concern us here.

As for the numbers of these evil spirits, Enoch (vi. 5) tells us
that there were 200 of them at first, and that they were organized
in groups of ten under a single leader (vi. 7); but they begat
many children, and their numbers soon rivalled, and even sur-
passed, those of the angels. Their leader is variously referred
to as Satan, 'Belial, Massema, Sammael, Malkira, Beelzebub, and
Azazel, and there is much uncertainty as to his designation.2
Their kingdom is one of evil and injustice; nevertheless man
owes to them some of his most useful knowledge, the art of
metal-working and of forging weapons, the secrets of personal
adornment, and the rules and practices of magic in all its
branches,3 that is to say, all the devices by which God's work
can be undermined and his will opposed.

Satan is now God's Adversary, and the world is full of his
demons, who are in ceaseless conflict with the celestial host.
In the Apocryphal books he is the principle of evil, Sin per-
sonified, and therefore the Tempter, the Enemy of all human
goodness, the Prince of Darkness in opposition to the God of
Light.4 He is especially dangerous by reason of his powers of
transformation, and of appearing in many deceptive forms, often
disguising himself, for instance, as one of the gods of the Gentiles.
He is the father of death, because through his successful tempta-
tion of Eve, he was the cause of Adam's disobedience, which
frustrated God's original purpose and deprived mankind of the
gift of immortality intended for them. It is Wisdom (ii. 23 jff.)
which describes this appalling calamity: " God created man to
be immortal, and made him in his own image. Nevertheless

1 For instance, E. Hommel maintains (in Der Name und die Sagen des
Jordan . . ., in Journal of the Society of Oriental Research, xi, 3-4, Oct.,
1927, p. 192) that the myth of the fall of Satan-Lucifer, the bright star,
son of the morning of Isa. xiv. 12 (that is to say, the morning star), is
related to the Phoenician legend, which reappears in Greece, of Phaeton-
Eridanos, who fell from the sky into the land of Hermon.    It is an
hypothesis, but the fact that Enoch vi. 6 locates the fail of the angels in
the same region does not necessarily confirm it.

2  CCLII, 389.                               3 References in CCLII, 387.

4 This opposition of <po>g to crwdrog is especially marked in the Testa-
ment of the Twelve Patriarchs. Cf. CCLIII, 334.